Summary from 2010 Listening Lunches
TOPIC #1:
A study compared what things in our culture had the greatest influence on kids. The study found there was a major difference between the 1950’s and the 1990’s. Here are the results ranked in order from most influential to the least influential.
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Question 1)  Could this be true for kids and Fairmont and what might be some reasons for the change in the last 50 years?

Target/Storm Responses:
There has been a dramatic advancement with technology and technological devices, therefore students are using technology on a daily basis and with/when conducting everyday tasks. 

After confirmation, church attendance tends to fade, which may indicate its minor influence on today’s youth. Students today does not respect their parents as much, due to the lack of boundaries,  communication and support parents are able to provide due to the “working family” of today’s generation.

Success Academy Responses
With more media choices (cell phones, Facebook, Internet, twitter, etc), kids have more interaction/spend more time using media on a daily basis, and may be using many media devices at one time. Television is very influential on some kids, as when parents are working it is used as a baby sitter. TV advertising influences kids on what “cool” things to buy and sitcoms tend to guide them on how to live – unrealistic reality! 

Friends are a greater influence on kids today as many families have both parents working. Families tend to not spend as much time together (meal time). Today’s kids have more distractions and there is more awareness of the “bad things” – drugs, sex, alcohol.
Question #2: What are your thoughts about how “good” or “bad” these changes are?
Target/Storm Responses:
Bad: Today’s parents cannot relate to the pressured and lives of teens because they (parents) didn’t grow up with the technology of today. Technology does allow individuals to connect with their peers, however causes isolation, laziness and encourages poor communication skills – both verbal and grammatical. Media controls teen lives and shows the appropriate/cool “way to live”. Media continues to portray an “everyone does it” message on many programs. 
Good: Kids are attracted to technology and it provides something for them to do in their off time. They can find information quickly and interact with friends more frequently.
Success Academy Responses: 
Bad: Kids may be spending more time using media and with friends than having direct contact with family. (Bad that media is #1 - - there is no direct contact/communication with an actual individual.)There is more peer pressure - - including on-line. 

Good: Media allows you to network, meet more people, and communication with more individuals at one time. Allows some to communication more openly and allows them privacy (I think they mean that they have the control of the device and what is relayed to others). 

Question #3:   How do the “Social Networking” tools that kids use today play into this now in the 2000’s?
Target/Storm Responses:
The tools of technology today are a major form of communication for today’s teen - - however once they enter the “real world” of work and play, they are unable to communicate appropriately. 

The lack of respect teens have for their parents may affect their church attendance and spiritual relationship(s). 

Today’s teen has communication difficulties when not using the various tools of today - - body language cannot be seen with a text message, grammatical errors run wild when not using the texting abbreviations and privacy is lost. Communication is free and wild in cyberspace, with students feeing more comfortable telling people “like it is” and sharing too much personal information and inappropriate pictures. 

Success Academy Responses:
Kids believe sharing information is easier, and they are sharing more information, due to the various media/communication tools of the era. They are more comfortable typing information and sending it out to many people at once rather than directly communicating face to face one on one. Due to the advancement in technology and the ability to share information with many individuals instantaneously this is probably why media and friends have the greatest influence on them.
Topic #2

Here are 6 of the 40 assets that have the lowest scores from the Search Survey. The number is the percent of kids in Fairmont who report they had that asset in their life.

1. Young person and his/her parent(s) communicate positively, and young person is willing to see parents’ advice and counsel.









29%

2. School provides a caring, encouraging environment.




22%

3. Parent(s) are actively involved in helping young person succeed in school.

27%

4. Young person perceives that adults in the community value youth.


17%

5. Young people are given useful roles in the community.




22%

6. Parent(s) and other adults model positive, responsible behavior.


31%

Question #1:  What might be some reasons why Fairmont’s percentages are so low? Will “Social Networking” tools help or hinder us making improvements?
Target/Storm Responses:
#1: Kids feel invincible and don’t need parents telling them what to do. Parents are too busy with their own lives and put the major of their focus on themselves, not their children. Also, students may not want parent’s advice and counsel and may want to handle concerns on their own. 

#2: School may be viewed as safe, if you are hanging out with the right crowd. 
#3: Parents and youth are not home as much. Parents lack the knowledge to help today’s student with their current level of homework.

#6: Kids with no positive parental role models tend to look for support elsewhere - - what may not always be positive.
Success Academy Responses:
Bigger sample size is needed to adequately reflect Fairmont youth’s views on the points presented above. 
#4: Students prefer to hang out with individuals of there same age and with the same interests. They prefer not to interact with adults.

#2: School is a requirement. Students like school because their friends are there and tend to enjoy classes that they excel at and are interested in. (They tend to dislike challenging classes.)

#5 – There are lots of things to do in Fairmont, however one may need to seek them out themselves. There are no facilities just for youth.

Kids enjoy having their parents involved in their school and extracurricular activities

Question#2:  What are some ideas you have any how adults can help make these percentages higher for kids in Fairmont?
Target/Storm Responses:
Parents too are leading busy lives and are unable to participate and attend extracurricular activities. Limit the number of activities one can be involved in/limit the amount of time extracurricular activities consume of one’s after school life. Show your kids you support them, not only by attendance at activities, but listen to them and give them less advice. Encourage us, but don’t push us.
Success Academy Responses:
Kids enjoy having their parents/family involved in their school lives and extracurricular activities. They would like adults to not be as intimidating, initiate conversations with them, and support them through their school and activities. 

Students want to be trusted by their parents and community and believe working on projects with adults would be a positive experience.

Question #3:  What do you think kids can and should do to improve this attitude or belief, themselves?
Target/Storm Responses:
Kids need self respect if they want to be respected by others and need to listen where other are coming from. If kids want teachers to care about them and about their educational wellbeing, kids should care about learning and showing interest at school.
Kids, especially those with broken homes may need other areas of support - - such as a support person through school or church. Kids with parental support need to spend more time with their family and open up to them (however, kids want parents and need parents to care about them).
Success Academy Responses:
Students need to stay out of troubles way (pay attention to what they are directly doing versus following the paths of peer pressure), get good grades, be truthful, ask questions of others and help adults when the situation presents itself. 
